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New from

Stanford University Press

Making History in Iran

Education, Nationalism,
and Print Culture

FARZIN VEJDANI
RYERSON UNIVERSITY

Iranian history was long told through
a variety of stories and legend, tribal
lore and genealogies, and tales of the
prophets. But in the late nineteenth
century, new institutions emerged

to produce and circulate a coherent
history that fundamentally reshaped
these fragmented narratives and
dynastic storylines. Farzin Vejdani
investigates this transformation to
show how cultural institutions and

a growing public-sphere affected
history-writing, and how in turn this
writing defined Iranian nationalism.
Interactions between the state and

a cross-section of Iranian society—
scholars, schoolteachers, students,
intellectuals, feminists, and poets—
were crucial in shaping a new under-
standing of nation and history.

“An illuminating contribution that beau-
tifully captures the process by which
the rich cultural world of gunpowder
empire was ushered out by the histor-
icist pedagogy of the modern nation
state in Iran. A must-read for those
interested in understanding how the
European concept of the past shaped
the self-image of colonized societies.”

—Yoav Di-Capua,

The University of Texas at Austin

288 pages, $60.00 cloth

Farzin Vejdani

Making History |
mn lran
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Most Stanford titles are available as
e-books: www.sup.org/ebooks
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